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Our  Manifesto
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We serve you - 
individuals and organisations 
in the social impact arena 
committed to making 
powerful change.

Amazing fundraisers and change-makers, working on 
the most important issues facing humankind.
 
You protect our children, promote our culture and 
celebrate our art. You help to build a foundation 
for peace, and share knowledge. You fight against 
inequality and injustice. Advocate for basic rights and 
dignity. Expose corruption and deceit. Ensure that 
there are enough resources for the many diverse kinds 
of life on our planet.
 
We serve all of you who are building a more hopeful, 
compassionate and healthy world.
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We develop the resources 
to help you meet important 
obligations.

We recognise that you have agreed to an important 
contract with the people and issues you serve, 
committing and applying your best talent and 
greatest energy to fulfil your obligations. For you, 
success is not just a desire, it is a moral commitment.

A commitment that is entirely dependent on your 
ability to develop the critical financial, human and 
intellectual resources that enable you to be your best. 

Since 1981—when a small group of people came 
together to create the first International Fundraising 
Workshop - the Resource Alliance has been devoted 
to helping you to do just that. Back then, the focus 
of the work was fundraising. Today it is that and 
much more.
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We act as a bridge to the 
best ideas, connections 
and opportunities.

We have entered an entirely new era in how resources
will be located, cultivated and sustained.
 
We have entered a time in which the once stark 
line between sectors is beginning to blur. Where 
traditional models of “giving” are being disrupted by 
new kinds of social investment. From crowd sourcing 
to direct personal loans, from social enterprises to 
cross-sector partnerships, everything is in a state of 
change. And this is only the beginning. The nature 
and pace of change will remain intense and the very 
definition of social impact will be constantly evolving.
 
Opportunities for success will be unprecedented. So too 
will be the potential for mistakes as we collectively 
try to sort out the difference between temporary 
fads and game changing trends. An understanding 
of what is real, and how to capitalise on it will be 
more crucial than ever.
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We take our collaborations 
to new heights.

The Resource Alliance is constantly striving to 
find the most effective ways to help you and 
those we serve. Our model of convener – curator 
- catalyst and change-agent is very well suited 
to this new era, because no single person or 
organisation will ever have the whole answer.
 
We will fulfil our mission by developing new kinds 
of collaborations and partnerships. Bringing 
together the best thinkers and practitioners in 
many fields, and creating ways we can work 
together. Developing and customising best 
practices, so they can be applied across the vast 
array of unique environments in which social 
impact organisations operate.
 
Success will require a nimble, cross-sector approach. 
One that is able to see the real potential of a new 
innovation - regardless of where it may come 
from - and capitalise on it.
 
The Resource Alliance has the reputation, the 
experience and the connections to do just that.



13

We engage social impact 
organisations of every size 
and type.

We understand that social progress will not just be 
built and exported from “nonprofit” organisations 
nor “the West”. Emerging economies are poised to 
become their own form of innovation labs.  Able to 
develop entirely new hybrid models for how resources 
are developed and sustained, and bypass the 
mistakes and habits of the past 50 years. Taking the 
best practices of the past and merge them with 
models that are only now beginning to take shape.
 
The Resource Alliance is able to play a powerful role 
in that rapid evolution. We have always understood 
the true potential of a small organisation in an 
unexpected place and have amassed a unique body 
of experience around the world.
 
We will build upon that experience to better serve 
you, and both new and long-standing organisations of 
every size and type.
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It’s about our collective 
power to create change.

Since 1981 the Resource Alliance has been building 
towards something. Creating something that is truly 
unique in the community of social impact organisations.
 
Our past is proof of what is possible when a small 
group of committed people are willing to believe. 
What is possible when people like you commit your 
best talent and greatest energy to fulfil a mission.

Our success is not just a desire, it is a moral imperative.
  
The mission we have all been aspiring to is beginning 
to take shape. Our future has arrived.

It is time for us to rise up and reach further. To hold 
ourselves to account to our highest hopes. To work 
together, because our collaborative power is 
magnificent. And because we ALL want to build a 
more compassionate and healthy world. 




